g

Ancestry.com - Statesville Daily Record (Statesville, North Carolina)

Page 1 ol

)
@
s
5
g
E
o
&
s
=
o
>
o
b2
o
=
o
v}
@
-
&
=
=
]
>
)
w

Statesville Daily Record (Statesville, North Carolina

Hancestry

§ your shoebox, or your computer.

3

Help

1949 » September > Y51

2
=1
0
[

=4

[ =
[}
[
m
L]

by

8
c
=
=
2
o
o

-

Options | Share:

Report Issue

Interactive Image

Print |

View All |

Order |

r

-Lomy Open
" Pitts Is Identified
+ In $41,500 Stickup

Man Without Fingerprints Has Long
Record; Harry Russell Still At Large

HICKORY, Sept. i—-(U.P.)——Robert James Plﬁs. “she
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|{lina. later escaping several times’

'{ took place as the storekeeper pre-

man without fingerprints,”

icharged with a $41,500 South Carolina stickup.

' FBI agents and local officers roused the notorious ex-
convict out of sleep at a hotel where he had registered
under an assumed name. They said he made no attempt

‘to escape.

Pitts had been the object of a nationwide ssarch since

the holdup of store operator
roads, S. C., Aug. 1

He lost his nuerprims in 1941
through skin grafts performed by
| Dr. Leopold Brandenburg st Union
|City, N. J., the FBI said. Arrested
Lhl.er he challenged rities to

| identify him.

The case became a national

mustery as police Sought to name
“the man without [ingerprints™
Charles W. Brown, special|at
agent in charge of the Charlotte
FBI office. said a hitchhiker's tip
led to Pitts' arrest.
Pitts, driving a stolen ecar,
picked up the hitch-hiker last night
and brought him te Hieckory.
There the rider. who did recog-
nize Pitts. told police he appear-
ed to be drunk

Brown said the FBI had other
information pinpointing  Pitts”
whereabouts in the ares.

After an all-night investigation.
local officers went g
federal agents. nccompaniod by
two loecal officers, went to his
;‘lqnm about 6:45 and awakenpd

im.

The FBI said he readily admit-
ted his identify..but refused.to
discuss the South Carolina case.

Also wanted in the holdup is
Harry W. Russell. The ro hed
storekeeper identified both from
pictures. Warrants were issued
charging the pair with armed
robbery. assault with infent to
kill and unlawful flight across
state lines.

North Caroling prisen records
indicated that Pilts had served
terms in federal prisons at At~
lanta and Alcatraz as well as in
North Carolina, his home state,
He received {erms of tiwop vears
and eight to ten years on bouse-
breaking charges in North Caro,

Pitts is listed as 36 vears old-

The FBI said none of the loot
was foupd on Pitts’ person.

The South Carolina robbery

pared to close his store on a Sat-
orday night. Ladd told officers
one of his assailants was masked
and that both drew guns when
they entered his store.

He said they blindfolded him

reported they took S$S1.000 from
his pockets. $500 from a cash
drawer and $40.000 from a tin box
he kept under his bed.

and taped his mouth shut. Ladd|from Alexand

was captured today and

Wash Ladd at Salem Cross

Board Receives
14 Road Pefifions

Iredell county commissionery
were bombarded with mﬂ ition:|
at their regular meeting
which also saw the adoption of 1
resolution commemorating the la
C. D. Stevenson. county aceount
ant for six vears. and the trans
aclﬁuu of other routine business.

L. B. PetI:k. dﬁisien
At that time Iredell county’s parti
cipation in the $200,000,000 rura
road improvement program was dis

public werks commission.
they will be added to the huge bacl
loz of similar petitions whith hav
been [iled during recent years.
ght.ge p;titions b&q:%
oad in Barringer , T
ning from Highway 801 iplet,
church to Amity Hill, 20-:: a
Amity Hiil-Mooresville road. Har
surface.

Road in Shiloh to
as old Lewis Ferry ::cm X

townshms, runn]n from Unig
Grove by Olin to U.S, 21 one mél
north Yadkin river. Hard top.

Road in Davidson tovenship,
ning from Highway 21 at
Mourne west {o Mayhew commun
ity. Bituminous surface.

Road in Shiloh township, w
from M. C. Lindsey’s home

fola. Maintenance.

0ld River Hill road, beginning
B. C. Robertson's gin, a \
two miles.
Road in Shiloh township, runain
er Ford road to Har
Ford road. Take over and maintaiz
Road in Coddie Creek township
connecting Highway 21 and
Chapel read to llecklenburg coun

lina_OCrads _sand
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men without fingerprints,”

to escape.

the holdup of store operator

roads, S. C., Aug- 13.
nelnnhhﬁmmtsmmu

through skin grafis performed by
Dr. Leonold Brandenburg at Union
City, N. J., the FBI said. Arrested
later. he challenged anthorities to
identify him.

The case became a national
mystery as police sought to name
“the man without iinserpnnts."
Charles W. Brown,

agent in chgﬁ of the Char!otte
FBI office. a hitchbiker's tip
led to Pitts’ arrest.

Pitts, driving a stolen ear,
picked up the hitch-hiker last night
and brought him to Hiekory.
There the rider. who did recog-
nize Pitis. told police he appear-
ed to be drunk.

Brown said the FBI had other
information pinpointing  Pitis’ | road
whereabouts ai!?-n!tgﬁt ag;a .
After an restigation.
local officers went q

tun Jocal officers, went to his
mmabont&iﬁ and awakengd

The FBI said le readily admit-
-hut. refused . to
the South Caroifna case.
Also wanted in the holdup

jmm-w.numn. The robbed

storekeeper identified both fram
jssued

charging the pair with armed
bbery, asseult with intent to
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North Carolina, his home state.

as 38 vears old.
The FBI said none of the loot
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he kept under his bed
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was captured today am

charged with a $41,500 South Carolina stickap.

FBI agents and local officers roused the notorious ex
convict out of sleep at a hotel where he had re

under an assumed name. They said he made no

Pntts had been the object of a nationwide search siaed

Wash Ladd at Salem Cross
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which alsa saw the adophon

resolution commemorating the
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missioners
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As evidence of the eounty-wid
interest in roads, 14 peﬁthns

.| federal ageats. accompanied by | rural rozd

Jmprovement projec!
were ed by the board am
Iorwmﬁ‘t';them highway an

works commission. The
will be added to the hac
log of similar peti By
been filed during recent years.
gu;ae. petitions follow:
msamnger POWBSITHD [K
ning from mghwaymllz Yriple
church to Amity Hill,
Amity Hiil-Mocresvills road. Ha|

surfece. ,
Road in Shiloh township, kuov
as old Lewis Ferry rogd. .
Roadinvnionﬁme

townskips. running
901 to Yadkin
ggmas Holcomb m

i

Roadinnaﬁdsoa'tm,
ning from Highway 21 at "J
Mourne west {o hew cOmm
ts.Re?atl shilohtnwmhg.
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from M. C. Lindsey’s hoise :

Maintenanee,
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omgiagermllmad ginning {
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miles,

from [
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B P Bt st Shoat
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