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Pitts Is Identified
t In $41,500 Stickup

M«b Without FinEorprinU Has Long
Record; Harry Russell Still At Large .

HICKORY, SepL 7.—(UJ»—Robert James Pitts, ''the
man without finEerprinta," was captured today sad

i charged with s $41,500 South Carolina stickup.
FBI agents and local officers roused the notorious ex-

convict out of sleep at a hotel where he had registered
1 under sn assumed name. They said he made bo attempt
to escape.

Pitts had been the object of a nationwide seardh since
the holdup of store operator Wash Ladd at Salca CSross-
roads, S. C., Aug. 13.
He lost his CncerprinU in 1P41 ^ ^

through skin crafts performed br Da^AIUA#
! Dr. LeoDold Bnadenburg «t Union D||Q| U IsweBIW w#
! Citv, K. J., the FBI raid. Arrested

t( Road PetitionsThe case became a naUoual iawesei I wssiswsii#
SdeotUy him.

,  The case became a nalional
mystery as police sought to name
"the man without fincerprints."

Charles W. Brown, special
agent in charge of the Charlotte
FBI oCfke. said a hitchhiker's tip
]«i to Pitis' arrest

Pitts, driviag a stolen car,
picked up the hitch-hiker last night
and brought him to Hickory.
There the rider, who did recog
nize Pitts, told police be appear
ed to be drank.
Bronn said the FBI bad other

infonnatioa pinpointing Pitts'
whereabouts in the ares.
After an all-oigbt investigation,

local officers went q
federal agents, aecompanied by
two local ofTieeis, went to his
room aboot S;45 sod awakened
him.

The FBI said he readily admit
ted his idejotily^.buurelQSed.to
discuss tbe South Carolina case.
Also wanted in the holdup is

Harry W. RusselL The robbed
storekeeper identified both from
pictures. Warraots were issned
charging tbe pair with armed
robherj-. assault with inienl to
kill and unlawful fbgbt across
state lines.

N'ortb Carolina prison records
indicated that Pitts bad served
tenns in federal prisons at At^
lanta and Alcatraz as well as in
North Carolina, hi-*! home state.
He received terms of two years
and eight to ten years on house-
breaking charges in North Caro^
lina. later escaping .several times.

Pitts is listed u 36 years old.
Tbe FBI said none of the loot

was found on Pitts' person.
The South Carolim roLbery

'  took place as the storekeeper pro-
pared to close bU atore OQ a Sat-
nrday night. Ijdd told officers
one of his assailants was masked
and that both drew guns when
the.v entered his store.
He said they blindfolded him

and taped his mouth shut Ladd
report^ they took S1.000 from
his pockets, S500 from a cash
drawer and S40.000 from a tin box
he kept under his bed.

Iredell countjr cmmnissioaen
were bombarded with road petiHoni
at their regular meeting Monday
which also saw tbe adoption of i
resolution commemonti^ the lati
C. D. Stevenson, county account
ant for six years, and tbe trans
action of other routine busincas.
Dorina the forenoon, tbe com

missioners met with Joseph Gra
bam dbtrict highway comBiasioo
and L. B. Peck, division engincei
At that time Iredell counts parti
dpation in the S200,0004)00 run
road improvement program was dii
cussed.
As evidence of tbe eoun^-wid

interest in roads, 14 petitions fo
rural road Improvement project
were approved by the board an
forward^ to the state hi^twm an
public works eommtsaion. Tber
they will be added to the huge bad
log of similar petitions lAMk lucv
bm filed during recent years.
These petitions follow:
Road in Barringer townihto, nn

ning from Highway 801 Iw T^lei
church to .Aiaiity Kill anown a
Amity Biil-hfooresriUt road. Bv
surface.
Road in ShDob townsh^, know

as old Lewis Feny road, jbqkiir.
Road in Union Grove and Eagl

Mills townships. ruoniBg £en
Highway 901 to YadkiB eoiii^liBi
known as Holcomb Bridge roa^
Black top or tar and
Road in Olin and union Grov

townships, ruoniog from Uoia
Grove by Olio to 11.5. 21 oae
north Yadkin river. Hard top.
Road i» Davidson townahlp, rm

ning fcom Highway 21 at 111
Hourne west to Maybew eoramun
ity. Biluminous surface.
Road in Sbiioh township, TWnuK

from M. C. Ltodscy's home in m:
fola. klaintenance.
To construct a road cmmoctift

Highwav 64 with road Ihioom a
Old River Hill road, luglaniat]; a

; B. C. Robcnsmi's gio, apmzimatd.
two miles.
Road In Sbilofa towssh^. runoin

from Alexander Ford mad to Ku
I Ford road. Take over and aufrdab

Road in Coddle Creek townsfaii
connecting Highway 21 and Sheare
Chapel road to Mccklenbtiig count
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lagle'sOpening
Addifrt^ifriJay
FonasI openin; of a remodeled

fiddiitoa to £a£le*s store on the
square will be held here Frida>
j morning. Manager J H. Moore said
todav.

The addition, acquired by moving
loio a store building to tbe rea*
of the present Ease's, proiides
about 2 000 square feet of space
and wilt permit expansion of all
dewtments.
Formerly occcpied by Doitj's

dress shop, the budding has under
gone extensive remodeling for toe
past several months It nill pro
I'de an entrance to Eagle's on
Broad street

Eagle's will use the firet floor
for display ing merchandise and the
basement for storase Offices are
located on the second floor.

Eagle's opened here fc^ business
ID February 26. 1942 iq the Mills
building on the square The struc
ture burned Febnilrj 17 1943 and
Eagle's was out of business in
Statesiille until June of that vear
when it moved into the Cooper
building
last year. It purchased the site

of Its former store on the square
from the X. B Mills heirs and
buiU a two-story onch building
moimg into rt >n Xoieiuber of last
year. Almost immediately. the 6i ni
realized It was cramped for space
and secured the btiildins to the
rear when Ootty's moied to the
Cooper building on South Center.
F. H. Shook, district manager^

Gastonia. has been here for rab
past se\eral days makmg plans for
the opening

ing $100,000 m damages.'
The suit charges that snember

of the union were denied ngbt
given them under the U. S Consti
tution when officers forcibly- pre
\»»p:ed th'*Ti f"ora picketmc 'h
hickory textile plant cu Mbnda:
morning of this week.
Defendants m the suit iodudei

Iredell Clii] I

■ In Junior I
FourH and Future Fanner o

America club members ftom mm
T^dmont North Carolina countie
woo premiums totallmg about S2
300 at tbe Jumor Dairy show spon
sored at Iredell fairgrounds ycstei
day by Belk's department stores a
this s^ion.
Approximately 300 persons at

tcnd^ the evenL an annual affai
sponsored by Belk's to eDCOuraig
cattle raising among rural youth o
the section.

Wit'i tbe Danish judging systec
vsed. es*ery entry won a blue, re
or while nbbon. There were 7
blue winners, 129 red winnen an
14 whites
Blue nbbons won Sll. reds. S9.7S

and whites. S9 Two hundred aui
j 22 anii^s weie entered.
^ Iredell enlries did well, wunnin
' 23 blue nbbons and 23 reds.
l In Jersey showmanship compi
I iition. Ethel Compton of Troutma
was second. Francis Pressly o
Scoiis Ihird. and Billy Cansler o
Troutcnaii fourth John'^Besh o
Gaston county was first

I In Jersey fitting. Iredell place
'fourth With Ethel Compton wii
ning that place Fust, second an

i thii^ places in this dn«sion went t

Charlotte Girl Charged
With Helping Robbers
CHARLOTTE. Sept 15>-4UI!l

—A l>year-old waitress was

expected to surrender today to
face charges as an aceesaoiy to

the S41JiOO holdup of a South
Carolina storekeeper.

Police said the slight bruneite
Peggy Jea-n K.ng, helped P>
the robbery of Wash Ladd
Salem S. C-, Augwj,^
13 and visited his store before
hand to ''case" it
She has been identified by

' Ladd. officers reported.
It was Miss King, the elderly

storekeeper sa'id. wfao visited
the upstairs of his store two

days before the boMup wbilc
: be talked to one of the alleged
gunmen below.
The bandits feand the great

er part of the loot—340,000—
secreted in a tin box upstairs
The girl, who lives here with

her family, was p'^-ked up by
police shortly after the robbery
but roleased. Sooth Caroltna
authorities meanwhile filed a
warrant eharcng bar aa ad ac

cessory before tbe fact
Today—with the two alleged

gunmeo behind '^ar^ after a
month of searching across the
south—police indicated a fourth
arrest might be forthcomiog in
the ipootfa-old case.

Already m jail were Rooen
J Pitts. 38 and Harry W. Rus
sell, 34, the ex<on\icts idenli-
fied from 'rogues gallery"
photos by Ladd a' r tbe stick-
up

Russell was captured Wednes
day as he slept in a South Geor
gia country church end is being
held for eztradUlon in Moullrte.
Ga. Pitts, caught a week ago at
Hickory X. C., is m jail here.
The fourth suspect in the case

was not identUied ^ police,
nor was his aflegeil part re
vealed.

Russell reportedly confesced
shortly after his eaptdre, impli
cating Pitts. The latter has
mauitiined a suave but stony
silence since bis arrest snd told
newsmen Russell "dqesn't know
whst he's talking about."
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